
 

The Flaming 

Chalice  
Summer 2021  

Unitarian Fellowship of Sarnia & Port Huron  
Lochiel  Kiwanis Centre,  180 College Ave.  N.  Sarnia,  Ontario uusarnia.com  

A loving community of spiritual explorers who stand on the side of Love and Justice. 

“Love is the spirit of 

this church, and service 

its law. This is our great 

covenant: to dwell         

together in peace, to 

seek the truth in love, 

and to help one        

another.” 

James Vila Blake. 

Summer 2021 Gatherings — Theme  “Patience” 
 

July 11:  Service by ZOOM  11 a.m. 
      A New Premise: “What if we were wrong?” 
   

July 25:  Picnic at Canatara 11 a.m. (see page 6) 

 

August 8:  Service by ZOOM  11 a.m. 
         A New Premise: “disComfort” 
 

 

August 22:  Service by ZOOM  11 a.m. 
                      A New Premise: “A new Premise” 
              
 
The 3 part  “A New Premise” series will set the stage for us to care-
fully consider the CUC’s Dismantling Racism Study Group’s Final 
Report and the proposed new 8th Principle. Please see page 2 for 
series details and page 7 for info on the 8th Principle. 

 
 

Fall Plans 
 

September 5 (Labour Day Weekend): NO SERVICE 
 
September 12, 19 & 26: Services by ZOOM 11 a.m. 
 
October 3:  It is our hope begin in-person services at the Lochiel 
Kiwanis Centre on this date if the COVID19 situation allows.  
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The stained glass chalice in the header hangs in the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Salem, OR. 

http://www.uusarnia.com
https://cuc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/CUC-Dismantling-Racism-Final-Report.2021-05.pdf
https://cuc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/CUC-Dismantling-Racism-Final-Report.2021-05.pdf
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Other Summer Sunday UU Service Opportunities 
Several UU congregations in Southern Ontario have joined together to offer shared ZOOM services over July 
and August, specifically July 11, 18, 25, and August 1 and 8. We are most welcome to join in.  Please go to  

the Mississauga Congregation’s website https://uucm.ca/ for details and the connection links. 

 

Our Summer Sunday Services Feature  

The Canadian Unitarian Confluence Lecture for 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 2021 Confluence Lecture, A New Premise, will ask questions intended to gently interrupt us a little fur-

ther, to imagine our collective future in a less familiar way. This year's Confluence Lecture is a new concept - 

it is not a 1 hour lecture. Instead, Rev. Barker has prepared  three "A New Premise" videos , each about 

fifteen minutes long, ending with an invitation for the viewer with: 

 ideas to ponder, 
 activities to try, 

 opportunities to interact with the material. 

Anne Barker is the minister at  the Westwood  Unitarian Congregation, Edmonton, Alberta. 

https://uucm.ca/
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President’s Message                                
 

The theme for the summer is patience. The following quotation by Jon Kabat-Zinn speaks to me. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
I connect to this during the Covid-19 situation that has been on-going since March of last year - about 15 

months. For me it has been difficult with the many ups and downs during this time. My patience with the 

situation has been tested with hope of seeing the end being dashed several times. 

On another level, my patience with others has been strained. The, at times, incompetent response or lack of 

response to the situation by our elected and public officials: my patience with others as they work through, 

as I see it, their over reactions to the covid19 situation while others minimize it. 

And finally, patience with myself- being OK with the situation as it evolves. Accepting the situation and 

learning from it as a personal journey. 

 

In Fellowship, Dwayne O’Neill  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
“Patience is a form of wisdom. It demonstrates that we 
understand and accept the fact that sometimes things 

must unfold in their own time.” 
 

- Jon Kabat-Zinn, Full Catastrophe Living 
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Fellowship Website Upgrade 

A team has been formed that includes Ann Steadman, Tracy Lyn Jutras, Don Greaves and Dwayne O’Neill to 

start a project to upgrade our website. 

The team has selected Karen Minty as the website devel-

oper based upon her proposal. 

The intent is to have a website that reflects who we are 

and what moves us as a Fellowship. Our vision is to have 

an engaging website that invites people into our vision, 

values and actions as a community. 

We want a website that will entice visitors to learn more 

about our community and be part of it. Some of the features will include short videos and photos focused on 

us as individuals and our involvements. Please remember to take plenty of photos over the next few 

months and pass them on to Ann Steadman as we build a library resource for the upgraded website. 

 

Social Action Team 

A social action team consisting of Mary Steans, Eileen Zinn, Elizabeth Soltis, Annette Verhagen and Dwayne 

O’Neill has begun to investigate potential social action initiatives for the Fellowship. 

As a small group, we would ideally like to partner with others on a social action focus that energizes a broad 

group of people in the Fellowship. That could be a specific area in either the eco-justice or social justice 

fields. 

A survey has been sent out to gauge what social action direction the members and friends are most interest-

ed in. Please spend a short time to read the background information that has been sent out with the survey 

and fill out the survey. Please share with the team what inspires and energizes you in this area. 

The team plans to pull together a summary of the survey and then further explore the social action area or 

areas of most interest. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Local Updates 
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Members  Volunteer at Clearwater Vaccine Centre 

“Off to my second shift at Clearwater vac-
cination clinic. It was nice to see so many 
people stepping, wheeling up to receive 
what I view as a freedom ‘get out of the 
house again ticket’. It was pure joy.”    

Brenda Woolston, June 26, 2021 

“Off to my volunteering gig at the Clear-
water Arena. Nicer day than last time 
when the rain was travelling horizontal 
with the high winds. Love the enthusi-
asm of everyone there for their shots. A 
lot of fun. … Now, as I stand outside di-
recting people for their shots I realized 
the best part of volunteering is just the 
social connections after isolating so 
long. Hard not to smile at everyone. ”  

Don Greaves, July 2, 2021 
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How To Donate 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you for the eTransfers and the cheques that have been arriving since we stopped  having in-person  

services.   

Your continued financial support is appreciated. If you would like to make an eTransfer donation, please 

send it to: UFSPH.executive@gmail.com  Also send an email to MEWoolston@hotmail.com so he is aware 

of the donation in a timely manner. There is no longer a need for a security question. If you prefer to write 

a cheque, please designate the payee as Unitarian Fellowship of Sarnia and Port Huron and mail the 

cheque to: 

             Mark Woolston, UFSPH Treasurer, 1993 Rainbow Trail, Sarnia, ON, N7T 7H6. 

 Fellowship’s ‘Laurence LeCapelain Memorial Picnic’ 

 

 

 

 

 

Date & Time: Sunday, July 25, 2021, 11 a.m. 

Location: Beach Pavilion, Canatara Park Sarnia (between band shell & lake) 

Due to the city’s covid19 rules, as the first group to request rental of the Beach Pavilion, we have been as-

signed the entire pavilion at minimal cost. We have a permit for the whole day, so you can come early and 

stay late! Washroom facilities are located nearby, and the pavilion does have a roof.  Please bring your 

own lunch, beverages and dishes this year. 

We will need to follow the provincial and Sarnia-Lambton Health Unit guidelines that are applicable at that 

time. We ask that you RSVP at least one day ahead of the picnic. 

Please contact Dwayne O’Neill prior to July 25th to indicate that you will be attending. 

about:blank
about:blank
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The Canadian Unitarian Council formed the Dismantling Racism Study Group in 2019 with the intention of 

exploring possible action plans that will engage Canadian Unitarians and Universalists in serious conversa-

tion and action about racism. A Final Report was presented at the CUC Annual General Meeting in May. The 

recommendations included a commitment to racial justice work at the national and congregational levels. 

 

In addition, there was a recommendation to adopt an 8th principle as an explicit expression of our commit-

ment to anti-racism. This could be done at the CUC level or as individual congregations. 

 

“We, the member congregations of the Canadian Unitarian Council, covenant to affirm and promote: 
“Individual and communal action that accountably dismantles racism and other oppressions in our-
selves and in our institutions.” 
 

This 8th principle was adopted during the CUC AGM in May but subsequently it was discovered that there 

was an AGM procedural error that nullified that vote. A special meeting has been called for November 27th 

to address the procedural error and to vote on the 8th principle resolution again. 

 

Our Fellowship has been invited to have discussions regarding this topic prior to the special meeting and the 

CUC is also hosting a series of forums in September and October that are open to all. Feedback on the pro-

posed motion is due by October 20th in order to be considered by the CUC Board and the Dismantling Rac-

ism Study Group. Updated information will be sent out on November 6th. Delegates from our Fellowship for 

the Special Meeting will need to be registered by November 6th. 

 

Here, as well, is the CUC’s information package on this issue   The 8th Principle Process: Next Steps, for your 

information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The CUC and the 8th Principle  

https://cuc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/CUC-Dismantling-Racism-Final-Report.2021-05.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16DEDgfJc8w1wDcpoBFxvQ8qSzEnLgwWOq2CvYTkf8Jc/edit?usp=sharing


Page 8                                                                                                            The Flaming Chalice 

 

Other UU links: 

Canadian Unitarian Council  https://cuc.ca/ 

Unitarian Universalist Associations latest UUWorld  http://www.uuworld.org/  

Newsletter Editor: Ann Steadman                   Assistant Editor: Wendy Cornelis 

To unsubscribe to this newsletter at any time, please send your request by email to:  

asteadman@cogeco.ca   

Summer’s Theme—Patience 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please click on the link below to access the theme package so graciously shared by the First Unitarian   

Congregation of Toronto.  

https://www.firstunitariantoronto.org/wp-content/publications/nh/2021/New-Horizons-2021-03-
Patience.pdf 

Links to Larger Canadian UU Churches Who Are Streaming Sunday Services 

http://www.firstunitariantoronto.org/ 
 

https://vancouverunitarians.ca/ 
 

https://victoriaunitarian.ca/ 

https://www.uce.ca/sunday-services-online/  (Edmonton) 

https://uuch.ca/  (Halifax) 

http://www.uuworld.org/
https://www.firstunitariantoronto.org/wp-content/publications/nh/2021/New-Horizons-2021-03-Patience.pdf
https://www.firstunitariantoronto.org/wp-content/publications/nh/2021/New-Horizons-2021-03-Patience.pdf
http://www.firstunitariantoronto.org/
https://vancouverunitarians.ca/
https://victoriaunitarian.ca/
https://www.uce.ca/sunday-services-online/
https://uuch.ca/

